Journal of Levi W. Hancock
The Morégn Battalion

This journal contalns songs, curicus sketches of the hiils and mount=-
ains that they passed and the road they traveled. The journal commences
Sept. 11, 1846, on the Arkansas River, which is descrlbed as the clearest
water ever seen; although the River was low and but little water running.
On .the 17th, while crossing a dreary desert, he generously divided his small
quantity of water with his brethren until it was gone, feeling that he could
- not bear to see his brethren suffer. From 12 o'clock until midnight he
suffered himself with thirst. The next day was also a dry march, suffering
from thirst, and he felt rejoicing in his heart when they came to water,
although it was bad looking. For some time he passed through this dreary
country which he called "The land of Desolation," where nothing but ante-
lope, buffalo and wolves could live. "The mountains are long indeed, all
rock and look as if turned upside down."

Nov. 1846, Last night I was troubled in my sleep very much and also
night before. I dreamed I heard my wife pray O Father! Father! and con-
tinue to call in this way until I had got near to her and'I awoke. I took
no pleasure all day yesterday. . Last night I had a view of this camp and
Satan had got power here. I could do no good by trying to rid the camp
of him. I got up and told many of the brethren I had had a dream, and was
warned. I beheld myself with many people in the woods where there was
plenty of timber and each one seemed to heap to himself as much wood as he
could, and heap after heap was made., I tried to get some and somebody would
lay claim to it, and I knew that they did nct want it, and it was pulling
and hauling, all about. 1 concluded to let them have¢ all and go without,
and not quarrel about it. And so it was I learned that some almost came
to blows. They would curse each other and dsmn when there was plenty all
up and down on the creek., I thought Satan defled me and my power, I tried
to have him leave. He would not. I took him by the foretop and he stood



































































































































































































